
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, October 14, 2019 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT Jeffrey Buddo, Chair 
 Steve Lipps 
 Betty Lowell 
 Larry Fink 

  John Fisher, Vice-Chair 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT   
 
STAFF PRESENT  Zeb Acuff, Planning Administrator 
    Stephanie Foley, Administrative Secretary 
     
 
 

Mr. Buddo called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with a roll call of members.  

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
 
Ms. Lowell made a motion to approve the August 19, 2019 meeting minutes as 
submitted.  Mr. Fisher seconded the motion. Motion carried 4-0. 
 

AYES: Lowell, Fisher, Lipps, Fink, Buddo 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
RZC 19-07: Brad Eggers, A-1 to B-2 
2721 Ross Millville Road 
Section 22, Town 3, Range 2 
Ross Township  
   
Mr. Acuff introduced this as two parcels in Ross Township. The applicant is 
requesting the zone change for 2 acres of the larger approximately 30-acre area..  

The land use plan indicates that the area is slotted for low density residential. There 
is a B-2 district approximately 800 feet down the road to the north. The intent of the 
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zone change is to construct a pole barn on the 2 acres for the sole purpose of 
overnight storage of work vehicles. The applicant owns a small tree service company 
with four employees and four trucks. The applicant has informed staff that there 
would be no business operation from the property, simply the storage of the trucks.  

Mr. Acuff reviewed staff comments and recommended denial per those comments. 

Mr. Buddo asked what year the land use plan was adopted. Mr. Acuff stated it was 
adopted in 2008.  

Testimony in favor: Brad Eggers, 7284 Red Ridge Drive, and Heather Wendling, of the same 
address, addressed the board in favor. Mr. Eggers stated that the intent of purchasing the 
land, primarily, is to build their forever home. They want to keep as much of the property 
agricultural as possible. All he is requesting is a place to be able to store his equipment on his 
property. Ms. Wendling stated that they are in the process of purchasing the property. She 
stated that she understands the concerns of what could happen if they decided to sell in the 
future. She stated that the barn will look no different than the barns already on that road. The 
applicants stated that they are not opposed to any stipulations being put on the property to 
allow the trucks to be stored.  

Mr. Fisher asked where the equipment is stored now, to which the applicant stated it is in 
Colerain Township. Mr. Fisher followed up by asking where Mr, Eggers currently dumps his 
material. Mr. Eggers stated he dumps as Agro, and has been dumping there for 19 years. The 
owner of that business has signed and submitted a letter stating this to be true. Mr. Eggers 
stated debris would not be on his property because he would be living there and would not 
want his property to look like that.  

Testimony in opposition: Todd Crawley, 2641 Ross Millville Road, testified that he is the 
neighbor directly to the north of the property in question. He stated that the applicant did 
approach him and discuss with him what he is looking for. He also stated that he contacted 
several of Mr. Eggers competitors and nobody had anything negative to say about him. He is 
opposed because he is worried about what could happen to the land down the road if 
something were to happen to the applicant and it needed to be sold with the B-2 zoning. 

Dennis Fernbach, 2833 Ross Millville Road, the property owner directly south of the property, 
stated he is concerned about the business use because the water and sewer connections are 
not there. He stated that the traffic on the road is already high because of the school traffic.  

Richard Boney, 2647 Boney Drive, lives across 27 overlooking the property. He is concerned 
with the spot zoning. He believes that of this change were to be allowed, it would set a 
precedence to begin that kind of thing in the rest of the township. He stated there is at least 
one accident on that road a month. He is also opposed to the construction of the barn before 
the home, because the accessory building should not be built before the primary structure.  

Todd Wilsey, Ross Township trustee, stated he had the fire chief weigh in on the matter. He 
submitted a letter to the board from the fire chief. He stated in the letter that there is no 
public water out there. If the business were to have a fire, there would not be the means to 
put it out. He also stated that the township worked hard on the land use plan and have been 
consistent with it since it was passed. He stated that since it is already hard enough to 
enforce zoning, if the changes are made, the township loses the control to enforce. He stated 
that all 3 trustees were present at this meeting and all 3 were opposed.  
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Mr. Buddo asked Mr. Acuff, to clarify, that the zone change runs with the land, not the owners 
of a property. Mr. Acuff stated that it was true.   

 
Neutral testimony: None 
 

Mr. Buddo made a motion to deny RZC 19-07 Brad Eggers, A-1 to B-2. Mr. Fisher 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
AYES:  Buddo, Fisher. Lowell, Fink, Lipps 
NAYES: None 
 
RESOLUTION # RZ-1909 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Fink, seconded by Ms. Lowell. The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
These minutes represent a summary of the proceedings and do not purport to be the entire 
record. A complete audio recording of these proceedings may be obtained upon written 
request. Any charges associated with preparing such recording or transcript shall be borne 
by the person requesting same and must be prepaid. 
 
 
Hamilton, Ohio  
October 14, 2019 
 
________________________________ 
Chair 
 
________________________________ 
Secretary 
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