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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States
and Canada (GFOA) has given an Award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Popular Annual Financial Reporting to Butler County, Ohio
for its Popular Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended De-
cember 31, 2004.  The Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popu-
lar Annual Financial Reporting is a prestigious national award rec-
ognizing conformance with the highest standards for preparation of
state and local government popular reports.

In order to receive an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular
Annual Financial Reporting, a governmental unit must publish a Popu-
lar Annual Financial Report, whose contents conform to program stan-
dards of creativity, presentation, understandability and reader appeal.

An Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial
Reporting is valid for a period of one year.  We believe our current
report continues to conform to the Popular Annual Financial Report-
ing requirements, and we are submitting it to the GFOA for review.

Your Butler County
Butler County, Ohio was established in 1803 and was named
after General Richard Butler. The County was a key focal
point in military strategy due to its proximity to the Great
Miami River, which spawned Fort Hamilton (for which the
County seat, the City of Hamilton, is so named.) Encom-
passing over 471 square miles, the County is located in the
southwest corner of the State of Ohio.

The County has only those powers conferred upon it by the
State of Ohio Constitution and Statutes. A three member
Board of County Commissioners is the primary legislative
and executive body of the County. Each Commissioner is
elected at large for a four-year term. The Board of County
Commissioners is responsible for managing the funds used
to support the various County programs and activities.

In addition to the Board of Commissioners, the citizens of
Butler County elect eight other County administrative offi-
cials, each of whom is independent within the limits of state
statutes affecting each individual office. These officials, each
elected to a four-year term, are the Auditor, Clerk of Courts,
Coroner, Engineer, Prosecuting Attorney, Recorder, Sheriff
and Treasurer. Serving six-year terms are six Common Pleas
Judges, two Juvenile Court Judges, two Domestic Relations
Court Judges and three Area Court Judges.

Table of Contents
Your Butler County ..................... 2
Citizens of Butler County ............ 3
Auditors Office ......................... 4-5
Development Today

& Tomorrow ............................ 6
Butler County

Elected Officials ...................... 6
Economic Indicators .................... 7
Financial Activity Statement .... 8-9

Revenues and Expenses ............. 10
Financial Position Statement ..... 11
Investments and Sales

Tax Collections ...................... 12
Summary of Debt Instruments .. 13
Summary of Taxes

Collected & Disbursed .......... 14
Where Does a Dollar of Your Real

Estate Tax Money Go? .......... 15

This year, the Butler County Popular Annual Financial Re-
port features the work of the MetroParks of Butler County.
The MetroParks of Butler County was established in 1955
in accordance with state law for the purpose of preserving
and restoring areas of outstanding natural significance within
the county.

MetroParks of Butler County offers quiet forests, scenic
streams, interesting historical sites, and many opportunities
for outdoor recreation in each of the preserves and park sites
around the county. Presently 22 sites totaling over 2,400 acres
are under the jurisdiction of MetroParks and most are open
to visitors on a daily basis.  MetroParks offers a wide variety
of activities and programs for people of all ages throughout
the year.

The mission of MetroParks is to enhance the quality of life
in Butler County by acquiring, establishing, and managing a
system of regional natural-area parks to preserve, restore,
and protect the land, water, wildlife, and cultural resources
contained therein and to provide for their appropriate lei-
sure-time use and enjoyment by the citizens.  The MetroParks
are all about nature, education, family fun and more.  To
find out more about the MetroParks, visit their website at
http://www.butlercountymetroparks.org.
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We are pleased to present to you the Butler County Popular Annual
Financial Report (PAFR) for the fiscal year ended December 31,
2005.  This report provides a brief analysis of where County
revenues come from and where those dollars are spent.  We also
show an overview of trends in the local economy of Butler County.
Above all else, this report is designed to present a more reader
friendly financial report.  The  pictures presented in the PAFR
represent activities and scenery of the MetroParks of Butler County.

Information for this report has been taken from the 2005 Butler
County Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR).  The
CAFR is comprised of more than 150 pages of detailed financial
statements, notes, schedules and statistical information.  The CAFR
was prepared in conformance with Generally Accepted Account-
ing Principles (GAAP) and audited by the Auditor of the State of
Ohio’s office, receiving an unqualified opinion.  An unqualified opinion is given when an auditor can state
that the financial statements are accurately and fairly presented.  The PAFR, however, is unaudited and
presented on a non-GAAP basis.  This is a summarized report that presents selected statistical and primary
government fund information.

Readers desiring the more detailed financial statements and the full disclosure GAAP basis of accounting
information reported in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report can obtain copies at the Butler County
Auditor’s Office, or may view them on-line at www.butlercountyohio.org/auditor/.

This Popular Annual Financial Report of Butler County is presented as a means of increasing public con-
fidence in County government and your elected officials through easier, more user-friendly information.
As you review our Popular Annual Financial Report for 2005, I invite you to share any comments, ques-
tions or recommendations you may have.

Sincerely,

Kay Rogers, CPA, CGFM
Butler County Auditor

June 28, 2006

Citizens of Butler County:

The Bebb cabin located in Pioneer Village at Governor
Bebb Preserve was the boyhood home of William Bebb,
Ohio’s 19th governor.  The Pioneer Village is open for
tours Sundays from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m., Memorial Day
through Labor Day.
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Auditor’s Office

Fiscal Services (Finance and Payroll)
The Butler County Auditor is the chief fiscal of-
ficer of the County.  It is the auditor’s responsibility
to perform the following functions:
• Account for revenues received each year by the

County.
• Issue warrants (checks) in payment of all County ob-

ligations, including the distribution of tax dollars to
the townships, villages, cities, school districts and li-
brary systems, as well as other County agencies.

• Serve as the paymaster for all County employees.
• Administer and distribute motor vehicle license

fees, gasoline taxes, estate taxes, fines and local government funds, in addition to real estate, personal
property and manufactured home taxes.

• As required by law, prepare and produce the County’s annual financial report. Butler County prepares a
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and a Popular Annual Financial Report (PAFR).

Real Estate Taxes and Rates
Under Ohio law, the county auditor cannot raise or lower property taxes. Tax rates are determined by the
budgetary requests of each governmental unit, as authorized by vote of the people, and are computed in
strict accordance with procedures required by the Division of Tax Equalization, Ohio Department of Taxa-
tion.  Annually, the auditor prepares the general tax list. Your tax bill is based on the tax rate multiplied by
your valuation on this tax list.  This is your proportional share of the cost of operating your local govern-
ment including cities, villages, townships, schools and the County.  Ohio law limits the amount of taxation
without a vote of the people to what is known as the “10 mill limitation” ($10.00 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation). County residents must vote any additional real estate taxes for any purpose. Your “tax rate” is
an accumulation of all these levies and bond issues.

Real Estate Appraisal and Assessment
Butler County has more than 151,000 separate parcels of real estate property. It is the duty of the auditor to
see that every parcel of land and the buildings thereon are fairly and uniformly appraised and assessed for
tax purposes. Ohio law mandates a general reappraisal every six years with an update at the three year
midpoint. The office maintains a detailed record of the appraisal on each parcel in the County. These
records are open for public inspection. For taxation purposes, owners are assessed at 35 percent of fair
market value.

Real Estate Conveyance and CAUV
This department is in charge of transferring all real estate that changes ownership in the County and col-
lecting fees on this activity.  They maintain all ownership records, acreage changes, real estate splits and
provide information for maintaining tax plat maps.  The auditor is also in charge of administering the
Current Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) program that allows farmland to be taxed at its value for that use.
Agricultural districts and forest certification are other responsibilities of this department.

Personal Property Tax
The county auditor, as an agent for the Ohio Department of Taxation, is responsible for administering the
tangible personal property tax laws.  Generally speaking, anyone in business in Ohio is subject to tangible
personal property tax on equipment, furniture, fixtures and inventory used in business.  The tangible per-
sonal property tax is distributed back to the local taxing districts in the same manner as real estate taxes.

Licensing
The auditor’s office is the focal point in the County for issuance of licenses for dogs, vendors and cigarette
sales.  In 2005, Butler County issued 32,569 dog licenses.  Vendor licenses authorize businesses to sell
tangible property to the public and collect sales tax, a part of which is returned for use at the local level.

MetroParks of Butler County offers a variety of outdoor
recreation opportunities for all ages.
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Manufactured Housing
There are 39 manufactured home communities currently operating in the County.  Butler County has the
third largest population of manufactured homes in the state of Ohio.  Under Ohio law, it is the responsibil-
ity of owners of manufactured homes to register their homes with the county auditor for tax purposes.
Annually, the auditor’s office assesses each manufactured home and prepares a tax list. Tax bills are sent to
each owner semiannually. The manufactured home tax is distributed back to the local taxing districts in the
same manner as real estate taxes.

Weights and Measures
The Department of Weights and Measures plays a vital role in our everyday lives. Our economy is essen-
tially based on the monetary value placed on goods and services bought, sold and traded daily. That mon-
etary value is ultimately determined by an accurate system of weights and measures. In 2005, the auditor’s
office inspected and certified 5,412 devices in 917 locations throughout the County.

Weights and Measures, as defined by Ohio law, means all weights
and measures of every kind, instruments and devices for weighing
and measuring, and any appliances and accessories associated with
any such instruments and devices, except that the term shall not be
construed to include meters for the measurement of electricity, gas
or water when the same are operated as a public utility system.

The county auditor is required by Ohio law to inspect all commer-
cial devices used in retail trade for weighing or measuring. This
includes checking price verification systems (scanners) and pack-
ages.  Each inspector is required to complete eighteen hours of
continuing education every year under Ohio regulations.

Butler County Information Services
The auditor is responsible for the management of the County data processing center and serves as the chief
administrator of the Automatic Data Processing Board.  Changes in computer systems and planning must
be approved by the board to automate various County functions. Improving financial and record-keeping
systems of the County will improve services, reduce costs and provide County officials with a modern
management tool to better administer the business of government.

The Butler County Information Services Division supports all aspects of computing for government offices in
the County. Some of these services include programming, personal computer hardware and software support,
consultation, management, logistical support and network services.  Additionally, Information Services man-

ages the county fiber optic backbone, storage area network, and
internet/intranet services and support.

Information Services supports over 1000 nodes in the County com-
puter network. A node is an active networked computer connec-
tion such as a personal computer, terminal, printer, server, switch,
router or other networked device.

Additional Duties of the Auditor:
• Secretary of the Budget Commission
• Secretary of the Board of Revision
• Tax Incentive Review Council
• Records Commission
• Deputy Registrar for Ohio Bureau of Motor VehiclesVisitors to the parks can enjoy seeing many

varities of wildlife, such as this Viceroy
butterfly.
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ECONOMIC CONDITION AND OUTLOOK

Development Today & Tomorrow

Butler County has been one of the fastest growing counties in
Ohio over the last two decades.  Recent census returns indi-
cate that Butler County’s population increased nearly 42,000
from 1990 to 2000, ranking fourth among Ohio’s 88 counties
in population growth.  Considered the center of a “metroplex”
connecting Cincinnati and Dayton, it has been projected that
this area could rank among the ten largest markets in the na-
tion by 2010.  Served by rail lines, interstate highways, two
nearby international airports, and a developing high-speed fi-
ber-optic data communications infrastructure, Butler County
is an ideal location for businesses to locate and prosper.

A total of 3,854 building permits were issued in 2005 in the
unincorporated areas of Butler County, representing over $544
million of valuation.  These figures do not reflect activity within
the incorporated cities of Butler County.

Through its Enterprise Zone program, Butler County initiated
tax incentives to a number of companies expanding within, or

relocating to,
Butler County,
Ohio.  During
2005, 7 projects
were approved
and estimates
suggest that these
projects will cre-
ate and retain 797
jobs in Butler
County.  In addi-
tion, these projects are estimated to generate just over $24
million in real property investment and just over $67 million
in personal property investment.  These projects reflect an in-
crease of approximately $21 million from the previous year.

The Board of County Commissioners also administers the
Butler County Revolving Loan Fund through the Certified De-
velopment Company of Butler County, Inc. (CDCBC).  No
new projects under the Revolving Loan Fund were imple-
mented in 2005.  The CDCBC has been certified as a State of
Ohio lender under the U. S. Small Business Administration’s
504 Affordable Loan Program.  As such, 8 loans were approved
under this program with a combined total project cost of
$6,932,494 in public and private investment.  This investment
commits Butler County employers to create or retain a mini-
mum of 13 jobs in Butler County and 69 in the Greater Ohio
regions totaling 82 full time jobs.  Over 719 jobs have been
created or retained through these public financing programs
administered by the CDCBC over the last ten years.

Butler County Elected Officials
Board of County Commissioners

Charles Furmon ............................. President
Michael A. Fox ............................. Commissioner
Gregory V. Jolivette ...................... Commissioner

Other Elected Officials
Gregory J. Wilkens, PE, PS .......... Engineer
Kay Rogers, CPA, CGFM ............. Auditor
Carole B. Mosketti ........................ Treasurer
Danny N. Crank ............................ Recorder
Richard K. Jones ........................... Sheriff
Dr. Richard Burkhardt ................... Coroner
Cindy Carpenter ............................ Clerk of Courts
Robert N. Piper ............................. Prosecutor

Common Pleas Court
General Division

Honorable Patricia S. Oney ....... Administrative Judge
Honorable Matthew J. Crehan ... Judge
Honorable Andrew Nastoff ....... Judge

Honorable Charles L. Pater ............ Judge
Honorable Michael J. Sage ............. Judge
Honorable Keith M. Spaeth ............ Judge

Domestic Relations Division
Honorable Sharon Kennedy ........... Judge
Honorable Eva D. Kessler .............. Judge

Juvenile Division
Honorable David J. Niehaus ........... Presiding Judge
Honorable Ronald R. Craft ............. Judge

Probate Division
Honorable Randy T. Rogers ........... Judge

Area Courts
Area Court I

Honorable Robert Lyons ................ Presiding Judge
Area Court II

Honorable John B. Connaughton ... Presiding Judge
Area Court III

Honorable Robert Hendrickson ...... Presiding Judge

Newly developed Ronald Reagan Voice of
Freedom Park will offer visitors boating
and fishing opportunities.

Chrisholm Historic Farmstead offers visitors a glimpse of
Butler County’s agricultural and early Amish-Mennonite
heritage.
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Assessed Taxable Property Values
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Children enjoyed learning about the culture
of the Amish during “A Day in the Life of an
Amish Child” program at the Chrisholm
Historic Farmstead.
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Park management and conservation includes
a variety of land stewardship practices.  This
controlled burn at Forest Run Wildlife
Preserve enhances the growth and vitality of
the prairie area.
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Financial Activity Statement

The Activity Statement reports the financial activities of the Butler County government as a whole.  These
activities are identified as either Governmental or Business-type. Governmental activities constitute the ma-
jority of the County’s operations and are financed primarily by operating grants, taxes, charges for services,
capital grants, and other intergovernmental revenues. Business-type activities, on the other hand, rely on user
fees and other charges to wholly, or to a large extent, fund their operations.

Uses and Expenses are the monies spent to provide services to citizens.

Governmental Activities:

General Government Includes expenses incurred to operate the administrative offices of the
Commissioners, Auditor, Treasurer, Prosecutor, Recorder, Department of
Development, Information Services, Board of Elections, Maintenance
Department, and Records Center.  This amount also includes the operating
costs of the Butler County Courts Judicial System: Common Pleas, Clerk of
Courts, County Court, Court of Appeals, Domestic Relations, Drug Court,
Juvenile Court and Municipal Court.

Public Safety Includes the costs of the Adult Probation Department, Coroner, Criminal Justice
Board, Juvenile Detention Center, Paramedics and the Sheriff.

Public Works Expenses associated with maintaining roads, bridges, and culverts; the Butler
County Regional Airport; litter control; and other community grant programs.

Health Combined expenses for services to maintain public health including the Board
of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, Mental Health Board,
and the Alcohol and Drug Addiction Board.

Human Services Expenses to provide various forms of services and assistance to individuals,
children, and families, including services provided or funded by the County
Care Facility, Elderly Services Levy, Veterans Services Board, Children
Services Board, Child Support Enforcement Agency, and the Department of
Job and Family Services.

Interest and Fiscal Charges The cost of debt financing for capital projects of the County.

Business-type Activities:

Business / Utility Service Operating expenses for the Department of Environmental Services which
supplies water and sewer utility services to residents.  Also includes
operating expenses for the Government Services Center Parking Garage.

Sources of Revenue are the monies received by the County from a variety of sources used to
fund all services provided.

Charges for Services Monies received from departments and agencies for fees paid by the public.

Operating Grants and
Contributions Monies to be used for general program operations.

Capital Grants and
Contributions Monies to be used for capital acquisitions.

Taxes Revenue from sales tax, real estate tax, personal property tax and other smaller
taxes.

Intergovernmental Revenue from grants and pass-through monies administered by the State
Revenues of Ohio and federal government.

Interest Monies earned through the County Treasurer’s investments of cash on hand
not needed for current period services.
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Readers of the Financial Activity Statement should keep in mind that the statement is presented on a non-GAAP
basis, and those desiring to review GAAP basis reports should refer to the County’s Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) for 2005.

Financial Activity Statement

Governmental Activities Business-Type Activities
Uses and Expenses 2005 2004 2005 2004

General Government $ (45,283,846 ) $ (55,773,031 )
Public Safety (39,391,890 ) (39,076,252 )
Public Works (22,396,375 ) (20,443,207 )
Health (47,524,463 ) (47,785,590 )
Human Services (78,630,914 ) (70,220,434 )
Business/Utility Service (54,708,837 ) (47,178,669 )
Interest and Fiscal Charges (4,546,165 ) (4,445,020 )
Other (517,825 ) (477,828 )

Total Uses $ (238,291,478 ) $ (238,221,362 ) $ (54,708,837 ) $ (47,178,669 )

Sources of Revenue
Program

Charges for Services $ 48,460,490 $ 60,694,089 $ 39,556,486 $ 36,734,400
Operating Grants 90,046,804 85,877,036
Capital Grants 19,949,194 14,115,402 34,706,212 26,867,947

General
Taxes 77,112,395 70,143,405
Intergovernmental 11,954,539 11,232,408
Interest 5,069,405 2,891,968 781,251 276,589
Other 4,731,538 2,412,759 9,971,852 1,448,950

Total Sources of Revenue $ 257,324,365 $ 247,367,067 $ 85,015,801 $ 65,327,886

Sources Less Uses $ 19,032,887 $ 9,145,705 $ 30,306,964 $ 18,149,217

For the year ended December 31, 2005

Explanation of Significant Differences:
■ Governmental activity charges for services in 2005 were 23% or $14.6

million lower than 2004 due to the reclassification of the Health In-
surance Fund from a Special Revenue Fund to an Internal Service
Fund, and the reclassification of the Ohio Housing Trust fees to an
Agency Fund.

■ Of the general revenues for Governmental activities, 78% come from
property taxes or sales taxes, an increase of 14% over 2004 property
and sales taxes, largely attributable to the additional property taxes
realized in 2005 from the MR/DD replacement tax levy that was passed
in November 2004.

■ Capital grants increased $5.8 million (41%) as the County received
grant funds to help fund the purchase of new touch-sizeen voting
machines by the Board of Elections.

■ Business-type activity sources of revenues exceeded uses and expenses
in 2005 by $30.3 million dollars, an increase of $12.2 million from
2004, largely attributed to an increase in capital contributions in 2005
and the windfall settlement of the Shell Oil litigation which netted the
County $6.45 million.

Mud Mania! at Rentschler Forest Preserve is the fi-
nale of the Butler County Healthy Living Coalition’s
“Healthnuts” youth programs.  The programs are
held each Friday at Rentschler Forest Preserve or
the East Butler County YMCA to promote healthy
lifestyles and an appreciation for the outdoors.
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SUMMARY
The Financial Position Statement,
known in accounting terms as the
“Balance Sheet,” is designed to
provide a picture of the County’s
financial position as of the end of
the year.  Explanations of specific
accounts are as follows by where
they appear in the financial posi-
tion statement.

ASSETS
Cash is the amount of physical cash
held by the County in checking ac-
counts and on hand for purposes of
paying expenses.

Investments are made up of the
funds not needed to be held to pay
expenses.  The Treasurer invests these
funds in a variety of accounts.  This al-
lows the County to earn interest on its
cash.

Receivables  represent the
amounts that are owed to the County
at December 31, 2005.

Property & Equipment repre-
sents the furniture, equipment, ve-
hicles, land, buildings, infrastructure
and water and sewer plants and
mains which provide an economic
benefit of greater than one year.

Deferred Charges represent the
cost associated with issuing debt
such as underwriting and legal fees.
These charges are amortized over
the life of the bonds.

LIABILITIES

NET
WORTH

The amounts shown represent the dif-
ference between the assets of the
County and the liabilities which it must
pay.  The amount provides the net
worth of the County.

Readers of the Financial Position
Statement should keep in mind that
the statement is presented on a non-
GAAP basis, and those desiring to
review GAAP basis reports should
refer to the County’s Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report for 2005.

in millions of $
Assets 2005 2004
Cash $52 $55
Investments 117 106
Receivables 140 126
Property & Equipment 667 628
Deferred Charges 8 4
Total Assets $983 $919

Liabilities
Owed To Employees And Vendors $24 $18
Deferred Revenue 51 42
Short Term Debt 23 28
Long Term Debt 255 250
Other Liabilities 3 3
Total Liabilities $356 $341

Net Worth $627 $578

December 31, 2005 and 2004
Butler County, Ohio

Financial Position Statement

Amounts Owed To Employees
And Vendors are those items
which the County owes to individuals
and companies who supply a service
or good, and the expected payment
is to be made within twelve months.

Deferred Revenues are items
that cannot be recognized as rev-
enues of the period in which they are
received, as the monies will not be
available until a subsequent period.

Short Term Debt represents the
amounts of bond anticipation notes,
or “notes,” which are issued so the
County can obtain funds from outside
entities for projects it undertakes.
These notes must be paid for within
one year.

Long Term Debt represents the
amount of bonds which the County
has issued and still owes.  Bonds do
not have to be paid off in one year,
rather the County makes monthly or
yearly debt payments on these
amounts.

The Dry Fork Forge is located in the
Pioneer Village at Governor Bebb
Preserve.  The forge is home to the OKI
Forgers group that meets the 2nd
Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m.
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SALES TAX RECEIPTS

INVESTMENTS
INVESTMENT MARKET VALUE
Federal National Mortgage Association $    31,354,564
Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation 45,696,843
Federal Home Loan Bank 27,825,239
Money Market Mutual Fund 7,381,400
Federal Farm Credit Bank 3,914,380
STAROhio 777,654
Total $116,950,080

This summary provides an analysis of the different types of investments carried by
the County.  “Market Value” refers to the amount the County could receive if it sold
the investment.
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INVESTMENT EARNINGS

Investment earnings represent the amount
of interest income earned by the County,
including interest earned on funds of the
Department of Environmental Services.

Increases in sales tax collections demon-
strate continued growth in Butler County
despite recent poor economic conditions
felt nation-wide.

Investments and Sales Tax Collections
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GENERAL OBLIGATION
BONDS $ 58,869,486 $ 600,000 $ (9,592,157) $ 49,877,329
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DEBT OUTSTANDING
TREND ANALYSIS

The County employs the use of several different types of short & long term debt financing.
They are defined as follows:

Special
Assessments
Special
Assessment
Bonds are issued
to pay for
improvements
benefitting property
owners, and the
owners pay the
County over a
period of twenty
years for the debt.

Revenue Bonds
Revenue Bonds are
long term debt
instruments issued
to pay for the
projects of the
Environmental
Services
Department, and
are fully repaid from
the revenues of the
department.

Other Loans
Other Loans are
comprised of 90%
OPWC (Ohio Public
Works Commis-
sion) funding, which
provide low interest
loans for infrastruc-
ture.  Additionally,
loans from other
sources are
included.

General
Obligation
General Obligation
Bonds are long
term debt
instruments which
are repaid from the
County’s general
revenue sources.

Sales Tax
Bonds
Sales Tax Bonds
are long term debt
instruments issued
for construction by
the general
government, and
are repayable from
sales tax receipts.

Bond
Anticipation
Notes
Bond Anticipation
Notes are
instruments due in
one year or less and
are issued to raise
money for projects
of the County.
These notes are
usually turned into
bonds after a short
period of time.

BALANCE NEW MONEY PAID OFF BALANCE
AT 12/31/2004 (ADDS) (DELETES) AT 12/31/2005

REVENUE BONDS $ 89,614,650 $ 47,864,202 $(38,803,972) $ 98,674,880

WATER JUDGEMENT BONDS $ 35,198,885 $ 0 $ (451,767) $ 34,747,118

BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES $ 23,870,000 $ 25,505,000 $(32,270,000) $ 17,105,000

SALES TAX BONDS $ 23,810,000 $ 29,553,440 $(24,917,852) $ 28,445,588

OTHER LOANS $ 1,972,576 $ 4,634,892 $ (195,333) $ 6,412,135

TOTAL DEBT $ 243,316,597 $109,301,534 $(106,846,081) $ 245,772,050

Summary of Debt Instruments

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT $ 9,981,000 $ 1,144,000 $ (615,000) $ 10,510,000

Water
Judgement
Bonds
Water Judgement
Bonds are General
Obligation Bonds
that will be paid
from the
Department of
Environmental
Services for water
purchase rights.

Water Judgement BondsRevenue Bonds
Other Loans
GO Bonds

Sales Tax Bonds

Notes

Special Assessments
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School Districts
Lakota

Fairfield
Hamilton

Middletown
Talawanda
Edgewood

Monroe
Ross

Princeton
Madison

New Miami
Other Schools

64 68 72

Joint Vocation Schools
Butler Co. JVS

Other JVS

Cities, Villages
& Townships

West Chester Twp.
Hamilton

Liberty Twp.
Middletown

Fairfield
Fairfield Twp.

Monroe
Other

Butler County
MRDD Board

General
Children Services Board

Senior Citizens
Mental Health Board

Miami Conservancy Trust
Other County

E
n

ti
ty

Tax Dollars Received ($ Millions)

$23,810,928
$22,808,497

$12,696,543
$10,950,023

$8,678,671
$7,552,856

$1,204,656
$619,900

$10,909,136
$304,716

$21,622,645
$5,890,979

$5,247,137
$5,543,368

$4,947,843
$3,633,452

$2,178,087
$4,999,248

$3,877,178
$3,699,308

76 80

$44,667,990
$78,527,383

$19,197,499
$14,973,985

$13,254,090
$7,725,702

$1,995,357
$1,066,285

$2,827,625

Butler County, Ohio

The County Treasurer collects all real estate and personal property taxes.
The County Auditor then distributes these funds to the entities to whom they
belong.  The following table shows the County, cities, villages, townships and
school districts and the amounts they received in 2005.  The taxes collected
and distributed were based upon 2004 assessed values, levied in 2004 and
collected in 2005.  Entities receiving less than $1,000,000 are grouped to-
gether for presentation purposes.

Real Estate
Personal Property

Summary of Taxes Collected & Disbursed - 2005

Area children participated in the “Art in
the Park” program at Rentschler Forest
Preserve.  MetroParks offers several
program opportunities for children and
their families throughout the summer.



15

Shown above are four major representative tax districts within the County.  The breakdowns are based upon the
2004 tax year, collected in 2005.  The “Rate” shown in each district is the total tax rate.  “Burden” is the annual
amount of tax required to be paid in each district by the owner of a $100,000 residential home, adjusted for certain
rollbacks.  Rounding of certain percentages shown in each graph has occurred for presentation purposes.

CITY OF FAIRFIELD 10.71%

GENERAL FUND 4.09%
MRDD 5.34%

BUTLER COUNTY JVS 4.12%
MIAMI CONSERVANCY .04%
MENTAL HEALTH .48%

CHILDRENS SERVICES 3.96%
SENIOR CITIZENS 3.99%

FAIRFIELD CITY SCHOOLS
67.27%

CITY OF HAMILTON
15.83%

GENERAL FUND 4.54%
MRDD 5.92%

MIAMI CONSERVANCY .04%
MENTAL HEALTH .54%

CHILDREN’S
   SERVICES 4.38%

SENIOR
   CITIZENS 4.43%

HAMILTON CITY SCHOOLS
64.32%

WEST CHESTER
TOWNSHIP 18.48%

GENERAL FUND 3.26%
MRDD 4.26%

MIAMI CONSERVANCY .03%
MENTAL HEALTH .39%

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 3.15%

SENIOR CITIZENS 3.19%
BUTLER COUNTY
JVS 3.28%

LAKOTA LOCAL SCHOOLS
63.96%

CITY OF
MIDDLETOWN 10.14%

GENERAL FUND 3.30%
MRDD 4.30%

MIAMI CONSERVANCY .03%
MENTAL HEALTH .40%

CHILDREN’S SERVICES 3.19%
SENIOR CITIZENS 3.22%

BUTLER COUNTY
JVS 3.32%

MIDDLETOWN CITY SCHOOLS
72.10%

DISTRICT IDENTIFIER: A07
DISTRICT NAME: Fairfield
RATE: 46.899011
BURDEN: $1,436.28

DISTRICT IDENTIFIER: P64
DISTRICT NAME: Hamilton
RATE: 42.291258
BURDEN: $1,295.17

DISTRICT IDENTIFIER: M56
DISTRICT NAME: West Chester Township
RATE: 58.806875
BURDEN: $1,800.96

DISTRICT IDENTIFIER: Q65
DISTRICT NAME: Middletown
RATE: 58.166336
BURDEN: $1,781.34

Where Does a Dollar of Your Real Estate Tax Money Go?
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capabilities, can be found on the County’s web-site at:
www.butlercountyohio.org
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OUR COVER PHOTO
The annual Harvest Fest at MetroParks of Butler County’s Chrisholm Historic Farmstead is
one of many activities held throughout the year.  MetroParks has 22 parks offering quiet
forests, scenic streams, historic sites and many outdoor recreation opportunities.  For more
information about the MetroParks of Butler County, please visit their website at
www.butlercountymetroparks.org.

(LEFT) Birding has become an increasingly popular outdoor activity for all ages.  Ronald Reagan Voice of
Freedom Park and Gilmore Ponds Interpretive Preserve are two park areas that have been designated by the
Ohio Audubon Society as Important Birding Areas.  (RIGHT) Wetlands are an important feature of our
ecosystem.  Many species of plants and wildlife depend upon area wetlands.


